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JD Vance hopeful of ‘positive’
outcome as he departs for
US-Iran talks in Islamabad

Says President Trump has given some pretty clear guidelines

NEWS DES|

ISLAMABAD: US Vice
President JD Vance said on
Friday that America was
looking forward to the nego-
tiation with Iran and
expressed hope that it would
be positive as he departed
for Pakistan to attend the
‘Islamabad Talks'.

“We're looking forward
to the negotiation. I think
it’s going to be positive. If
the Iranians are willing to
negotiate in good faith and
extend an open hand, that's
one thing. If they're going to
try to play us, they're going
to find that the negotiating
team is not that receptive.
The president has given us
some pretty clear guide-
lines, and we’ll see how it
goes,” said JD Vance.

Pakistan is set to host
what could prove to be one
of the most consequential
diplomatic engagements in
recent history, as senior
leaders from the US and Iran
arrive in Islamabad for high-
stakes negotiations follow-
ing a devastating six-week
war that has left thousands
dead and pushed the global
economy to the brink of
recession.

The American delega-
tion will be led by Vice
President JD Vance, accom-
panied by President Donald
Trump's key Middle East

unprecedented security
lockdown ahead of the talks.
Key routes have been sealed,
security personnel heavily
deployed, and surveillance

V)

envoys, Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner. On the
Iranian side, Parliamentary
Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Chalibaf is expected to head
the delegation, alongside
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi and other senior
officials.

Islamabad has effective-
ly been placed under an

heightened to ensure the
safety of visiting digni-
taries. Officials say the
negotiations will take place
at a secure, undisclosed
location, away from the
media spotlight.

Pakistan has emerged as
a key mediator in the
region. Last month, the US
and Israel launched

airstrikes on Iran, which
prompted Tehran to retali-
ate with attacks on Israel
and US military bases in the
Gulf. This escalation of ten-
sions in the Middle East led
to efforts by political and
military leadership in
Pakistan to de-escalate the
situation.

To ease tensions,
Pakistan had also hosted a
quadrilateral foreign minis-
ters' meeting in Islamabad,
with representatives from
Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, and
Egypt. The meeting grabbed
the world's attention and
was widely appreciated for
Pakistan's efforts.

A fragile, conditional
ceasefire is in place between
the US and Iran, agreed after
weeks of intense conflict.
The deal revolves around a
two-week pause in fighting,
largely aimed at halting
major military strikes and
reopening strategic routes
like the Strait of Hormuz —
although core disagree-
ments remain unresolved.
Both Washington and
Tehran have declared the
ceasefire a kind of victory,
even as they stick to compet-
ing demands for a long-term
settlement.

PM Shehbaz
rejects proposal
to hike petrol,
diesel prices

Govt reduces petrol

rice by

Rs12 per litre, diesel

y Rs135

TIMES REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif announced on
Friday that the government was reducing the price of diesel by
RS135 per litre and that of petrol by Rs12 per litre. He made the
announcement in a televised address to the nation. PM Shehbaz
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other in a war had now agreed to resolv
dialogue. He thanked the leadership of Iran and the US for|
accepting his proposal for a two-week ceasefire and invitation to|
visit Pakistan to hold talks for the restoration of peace. He said,
“Pakistan hosting these talks was not just a proud moment for|
Pakistan but for the entire Muslim world.”

said diesel would be
available at Rs385 per
litre and petrol at
Rs366 per litre from
12am on Saturday.
Moreover, he said tar-
geted subsidy initia-
tives announced by
the government fol-
lowing the fuel crisis
resulting from the
Middle East crisis
would not be discon-
tinued.

The premier|
began by saying that
he was addressing the
nation at a “historic
occasion”, when
there was talk of]
peace instead of war
in the Gulf. He said|
that parties that had
# been facing each
e their issues through

Islamabad talks present golden opportunity for US-Iran
to turn ceasefire into peace accord: Experts

PESHAWAR: The crucial
talks in Islamabad present a
rare and timely opportunity for
both the United States and Iran
to step back from escalating
tensions and pursue meaning-
ful diplomacy imperative for
lasting peace and stability in
the region. After weeks of con-
flict between Iran and US and a
two week ceasefire reached due
to momentous efforts of
Pakistan, both sides now have a
platform to address core dis-
agreements, including nuclear
policy, oil trade through straits
of harmuz, regional security,
economic sanctions besides
turning the two weeks ceasefire
into Islamabad peace accord.
With global energy markets

shaken and instability spread-
ing across the Middle East, con-
structive dialogue in Islamabad
could help rebuild trust and cre-
ate a pathway toward long-term
peace and stability in Middle
East. Moreover, Pakistan's role
as a neutral host further
strengthens the chances of
open communication and bal-
anced negotiations between
delegations of both the coun-
tries at Islamabad. The experts
said if approached with sinceri-
ty and flexibility, these talks
could mark a turning point in
US-Iran relations besides reduc-
ing prices of oil and petroleum
products in world.

For Washington, it offers a
chance for smooth opening of

2
Islamal

d Talks

strait of harmuz and stabilize a
volatile region besides prevent-
ing further economic and oil
disruption, while Tehran can
seek relief from sanctions, safe-
guarding its sovereignty and
assert its position through
diplomatic means rather than
confrontation. However,
experts said that deep mistrust
and conflicting demands
remain major obstacles, mak-
ing compromise essential for
progress and turning fragile
ceasefire into Islamabad peace
accord.

Experts said even a partial
agreement would be a signifi-
cant step forward, signaling
that dialogue—not conflict—is
still a viable path in resolving

one of the world’s most com-
plex geopolitical rivalries.
Academicians in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Friday com-
mended Pakistan's growing
diplomatic engagement in
facilitating dialogue between
the United States and Iran,
terming it a constructive and
timely effort toward ensuring
regional peace and global sta-

bility.
Leading scholars from the
University of  Peshawar

emphasized that Pakistan’s
evolving role as a mediator
reflects its commitment to
peaceful conflict resolution
and multilateral diplomacy at
a time of heightened tensions
in the Middle East.—APP

FO clarifies visa-on-arrival facility for ‘Islamabad
Talks' limited to US, Iran delegates, journalists

Nagvi reviews security arrangements in capital, directs

strict measures be implemented for forei

dignitaries

TIMES REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office
spokesperson Tahir Andrabi
clarified on Friday that the visa-
on-arrival facility provided by
Pakistan for the ‘'Islamabad
Talks' applies only to delegates
and journalists from participat-
ing nations, namely Iran and
the United States. “This facility,
extended for the duration of the
talks, does not cover third-coun-
try nationals,” he added.

Earlier, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar said that delegates

and journalists from participat-
ing nations coming to
Islamabad will be issued a visa
on arrival.

In a post on X today, FM Dar
said, "Pakistan welcomes all
delegates, including journalists
from participating nations,
travelling in relation to
Islamabad Talks 2026. To this
end, all airlines are requested to
permit boarding to all such indi-
viduals without a visa.
Immigration authorities in
Pakistan will issue them a visa
on arrival."

Pakistan is set to host what

could prove to be one of the
most consequential diplomatic
engagements in recent history,
as senior leaders from the US
and Iran arrive in Islamabad for
high-stakes negotiations fol-
lowing a devastating six-week
war that has left thousands
dead and pushed the global
economy to the brink of reces-
sion.

Meanwhile, Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
reviewed security arrangements
and directed that foolproof secu-
rity measures be implemented
for foreign dignitaries.

Pakistan Navy rescues 18 crew members of
distressed vessel in Arabian Sea operation

TIMES REPORT

KARACHI: The Pakistan
Navy on Friday carried out a
Tescue operation in the North
Arabian Sea, saving 18 crew
members, including several
foreign nationals, after receiv-
ing a distress call from a mer-
chant vessel operating far off
the country’s coastline.

According to an official
statement, the incident
involved MV Gold Autumn,
which encountered difficul-
ties approximately 200 nauti-
cal miles, or around 370 kilo-
metres, from Pakistan’s coast.

The vessel’'s emergency
alert prompted an immediate
response from maritime
authorities. Upon receiving
the distress signal, the
Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency activated its Maritime

Rescue Coordination Centre
and initiated standard emer-
gency response procedures.
The coordination centre then
tasked Pakistan Navy Ship
HUNAIN, which was already
deployed in the area, to assist
the troubled vessel. The naval
ship reached the location and
commenced a search and res-
cue operation. The response
team, comprising trained spe-
cialists, provided medical
assistance to the crew, sup-
ported firefighting efforts
onboard the vessel, and con-
ducted a technical assessment
to determine the extent of
damage. All 18 crew members
were successfully evacuated
during the operation. The res-
cued individuals included
nationals from China,
Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Vietnam and Indonesia,

reflecting the multinational
composition of the vessel’s
crew. Following the evacua-
tion, the crew members were
transported safely to Karachi
aboard PNS Hunain.
Authorities confirmed that
they would receive medical
care upon arrival before
arrangements are made for
their repatriation to their
respective countries.

The operation was con-
ducted at an extended range in
open waters, highlighting the
navy’s operational reach and
readiness in responding to
maritime emergencies.
Officials noted that such mis-
sions form part of ongoing
efforts to ensure safety and
provide humanitarian assis-
tance within Pakistan’s area
of responsibility in interna-
tional waters.
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- CityNews

Scholar Masood Shah
defends Ph.D thesis

MALAKAND: Masood Shah, PhD Scholar in
Department of Chemistry, University of Malakand
has ceremonially presented his PhD thesis titled
"Co-crystalization of Anti-inflammatory Drugs
Through NonCovalent Interactions for Enhanced
Bioavailability” under the supervision of Prof Dr

y’ Al o

Naveed Umar, Department of Chemistry & co-
supervision of Prof Dr Zahoor Ahmad, Department
of Biochemistry, University of Malakand. The
External Examiners were Prof Dr Ejaz Ahmad,
School of Chemistry, Quaid e Azam Campus,
University of the Punjab, Lahore & Prof Dr Umar
Farooq, Department of Chemistry, CUI, Abbottabad
Campus. The Chairperson, Department of]
Chemistry, University of Malakand Prof Dr Mumtaz
Ali & Faculty Members Congratulated Dr Masood
Shah & Research Supervisors for PhD Public
Defense.

Scholar Salahuddin
defends M.Phil thesis

MALAKAND: Salahuddin, MPhil Scholar in
Department of Computer Science & IT, University of
Malakand has successfully defended his MPhil the-
sis titled “Automatic System for the Assessment of]|
Spinal Deformities in Idiopathic Scoliosis” under

the supervision of Dr. Fakhre Alam (Associate
Professor) and co-supervision of Prof. Dr. Sami Ur|
Rahman, Department of Computer Science & IT,
University of Malakand. His work received strong
recommendations from external examiner, Dr.
Numan Ali, Assistant Professor, Department of]
Computer Games Development, Air University
Islamabad. The Dean, Faculty of Computing
Sciences and Engineering, UoM Prof. Dr. Jamil
Ahmad and Faculty Members Congratulated the
MPhil Scholar & Research Supervisors in this
regard.

Youth Engagement strengthens
awareness on RTS in KP

PESHAWAR:A joint awareness session was orga-
nized by Blue Veins for students representing vari-
ous universities in Peshawar, focusing on enhanc-
ing youth understanding of citizens’ rights under
the Right to Public Services framework in the
province.

The session was addressed by Tashfeen Israr,
District Monitoring Officer, Peshawar of the Right
to Public Services Commission, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. He delivered a comprehensive brief-

ing on the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Right to Public
Services Act, 2014, underlining that essential public
services, including domicile certificates, licenses,
and other civic entitlements, must be provided
within legally defined timelines.

He informed participants about the formal
mechanisms available for citizens in cases where
services are delayed, denied, or delivered below
standard. These include structured complaint pro-
cedures, imposition of penalties on responsible offi-
cials, and provision of compensation to affected cit-
izens. He emphasized that the Commission serves

commitment

MARDAN: The

demonstrated

occasion.

who took part

Chief
Executive Officer of WSSCM,
Shahid Khan, distributed cash
awards and appreciation cer-
tificates among staff who
outstanding
performance during Eid-ul-
Fitr. A special ceremony was
held to recognize their efforts
in ensuring a clean and waste
free environment for the pub-
lic during the holy festival

On this occasion, all staff
were commended for their
dedication, particularly those
in special
nighttime sanitation opera-
tions. Their hard work and

appreciated.

were

CEO WSSCM awarded staff for their
outstanding performance in Eid

OUR CORRESPONDENT

highly

and in delivering quality ser-
vices to citizens.

key to the organization’s
growth and continued suc-

|

|

Addressing the ceremony,
CEO Shahid Khan emphasized
that field staff play a vital role
in the organization’s success

tion,

‘"“WLT_‘

He praised their dedica-
professionalism,
sense of responsibility, stat-
ing that such commitment is

cess.

He further noted that
acknowledging excellent per-
formance not only boosts
employee moral but also sets a
positive example for others.
Reaffirming his confidence in
the team, he expressed hope
that the sanitation staff
would continue to perform
their duties with the same
level of excellence in the
future. The ceremony was also
attended by Ceneral Manager
Muhammad Khalil Akbar,
Manager HR & Admin Rahat
Ullah, Manager Municipal
Services Muhammad Ishaq,
and other officials.

-

and

Rehan Malik attends MLF Eid
Milan Party as Chief Guest

MUHAMMAD REHAN

DIKHAN: A grand pro-
gram of the Pakistan
Muslim Lawyers Forum
was organized in connec-
tion with an Eid Milan
Party under the chair-
manship of Divisional
President Malik
Hidayatullah Manlana.
The event was held at a
local farmhouse, while
the chief guest of the pro-
gram was  Member
Central Working
Committee of Pakistan
Muslim League (N) Rehan
Malik Rodu Khel.

A large number of
members of the Muslim
Lawyers Forum partici-
pated in the event,
including Member
Central and Provincial
Council Chaudhry Riaz

Advocate, Divisional
Senior Vice President
Rahmat Ali, District

President Lawyers Wing
Muhammad Aamir Khan,
Bilal Alizai, District
Secretary Lawyers Wing
Muhammad Kamran

Baloch, and other promi-
nent members

“ T -
———

Rizwan
Muhammad

)
Muhammad
Rajput,

Mushtaq Rajput, Adil,

Abdullah Gandapur,
Ismail Khan Waraich
Khel, Arshad Kundi,
Mubashir Nazir,
Muhammad Adil Rajput,
Umair Habib Sial,
Saleem, Malik
Muhammad Javed, Pir
Mukhtiar Zakori, and
Karim Nawaz Baber.
Addressing the gath-
ering, speakers said that
due to the successful
diplomatic strategy of
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif and Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir, the

world has been saved
from a major catastrophe.
They further stated that
both leaders deserve the
Nobel Prize for their ser-
vices.,

The speakers added
that Pakistan Muslim
League (N) has always
achieved historic success-
es in every tenure and
under the leadership of

Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif, the country’s
defense has become

invincible, and no enemy
can dare to look at
Pakistan with evil inten-
tions.

Police official orders steps for
maintenance of law and order

RAUF KHATTAK

KARAK: Irfan Tariq,
Regional Police Officer
(RPO) Kohat Region, paid
a one-day visit to District
Karak, during which he
conducted a detailed
review of the overall law
and order situation.

At the beginning of
the visit, the RPO received
a security briefing from
District Police Officer
(DPO) Karak,imran Khan,
along with other senior
officials. On this occa-
sion, he issued strict
directives for indiscrimi-
nate action against terror-
ists and anti-social ele-
ments, making it clear
that no leniency would be
shown to those disturbing
peace, and they would be
dealt with promptly and
decisively.

The RPO granted full

authority to the special
anti-terrorism team and

instructed them to deal
with hostile elements
with an iron hand and
ensure sustainable peace
in the area.

During the visit, the
RPO also held an open
court (Khuli Kachehri) to
address the issues of
police personnel. He lis-
tened to their concerns
and assured immediate
resolution. He directed
officers to treat the
administrative and per-

sonal issues of their subor-
dinates as their own and

resolve them promptly.
Furthermore, personnel
were urged to perform
their duties with honesty
and enhance their profes-
sional skills in line with
modern-day require-
ments. Later, the RPO
inspected the police mess
and the under-construc-
tion Police Facilitation
Center at the Police Lines,
reviewing the progress of
ongoing development
work.

as a critical pillar in promoting transparency, effi-
ciency, and accountability within public institu-
tions.

IAP holds meeting with
police to improve security

TIMES REPORT

PESHAWAR: A meeting was held between the!
Industrialists Association Peshawar (IAP) and police
high-ups here the other day at the IAP office. The
meeting was chaired by President IAP Ayub Khan
Zakori, while the police department was represent-
ed by SP Cantt Abdullah Ehsan, SDPO Hayatabad
Muhammad Junaid, and DSP Traffic Khyber
Muhammad Nawaz. Apart from them, Senior Vice
President IAP Haris Mufti, Vice President Farhad
Asfandiyar, Ex-President Malik Niaz Ahmed, Ex-
President Zarak Khan Khattak, Executive Member
Sajjad Zaheer, and members Dr Bilal Zeb, Ismail

Mohmand, Muhammad Saeed, and Mohsin Saeed
also attended the meeting.

Similarly, President, Transport Association
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Iltaf Gul, Senior Vice
President Ejaz Hussain, Vice President Sultan Zada,
and General Secretary Tariq Khan participated on
the occasion as well.

Stakeholders review draft
policy to prevent VAW in KP

TIMES REPORT

PESHAWAR: Key
stakeholders including
representatives from the
legislature, government

on reviewing the draft
policy and incorporating
input from key stake-
holders to strengthen
strategies for preventing
violence against women

departments, United
Nations agencies, and
civil society organiza-
tions on Friday held a
consultative meeting
here to discuss the draft
policy to prevent violence
against women and girls
(VAWC). The consulta-
tion, organized by Aurat
Foundation with support
from the European Union
and UN Women, focused

and girls in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Speaking
on the occasion, Resident
Director of Aurat
Foundation, Shabina
Ayaz, emphasized the
need for joint efforts
among government insti-
tutions, civil society, and
development partners to
promote prevention-
focused approaches. The
draft policy was present-

ed by Saima Munir, who
highlighted its key objec-
tives and strategic priori-
ties, stressing the impor-
tance of addressing root
causes of  violence
through coordinated and
preventive  measures.
Participants took part in
group discussions and
proposed recommenda-
tions aimed at improving
policy provisions,
enhancing institutional
coordination, and pro-
moting community-
based prevention strate-
gies. Deputy Country
Representative of UN
Women, Fahmida Khan,
appreciated the initiative
and termed it an impor-
tant step towards devel-
oping a comprehensive
and effective prevention
policy. She underscored
the need for sustained
collaboration to address
violence against women
and girls.

Poppy crops wiped out in
various areas of Bajaur

BAJAUR: The district administration in Bajaur has
launched a comprehensive and well-coordinated cam-
paign to eliminate illegal poppy cultivation, with
large-scale operations underway across various
tehsils. On the special directives of Deputy

Commissioner Bajaur, Shahid Ali Khan, Tehsildar
Utman Khel, Muhammad Fayaz Khan, along with
police personnel and local elders including Malik Fazal

Rabi (Baro) and Malik Burhanuddin (Gatkai), carried
out an operation in the Gatkai area of Tehsil Salarzai,
where poppy crops were uprooted and destroyed.

Meanwhile, in Tehsil Barang, the administration
also remained active. Additional Assistant
Commissioner Khar-1, Muhammad Nisar, Additional
Assistant Commissioner Nawagai, Arshad Kamal,
Tehsildar Barang, Anwar Hussain, along with police
officials and local elders, conducted operations in Kohi
Barang, Mordara, Matta, and Memol areas, success-
fully eliminating poppy cultivation.

The administration stated that this campaign is
not temporary but will continue on a sustained basis
to rid the region of the menace of drugs and to protect
the younger generation from its devastating effects.
Local elders appreciated the initiative and assured full
cooperation with the authorities, while officials reit-
erated that strict action will be taken against violators
without discrimination.

“CPDI Report exposes Gaps in Budget
Transparency and Accountability”

SYED SAJID SHAH

SHANCLA: Significant gaps in budget transparen-
cy and accountability in Pakistan have been highlight-
ed in a recent report by the Centre for Peace and
Development Initiatives (CPDI). The findings were
shared during a media briefing held in Shangla, orga-
nized by Awami Welfare Society, where CPDI present-
ed key insights from its State of Budget Transparency
Report 2025, focusing on fiscal year 2024-25. According
to the report, budget transparency in Pakistan
remains limited and uneven, with weak public partic-
ipation and notable accountability gaps. Key budget
documents are not consistently made public, restrict-
ing citizens’ ability to influence budget priorities.
Speaking at the event, Chairman Syed Mahi-ud-Din
and Executive Director Dr. Yasmin Gul stated:
“Budgets in Pakistan are still not truly public. People
are informed after decisions are made rather than
being part of the process.”

The report further notes that although budgets are
presented on time, parliamentary engagement
remains weak, with limited debate and insufficient
scrutiny. Transparency declines further during imple-
mentation, as governments often fail to publish time-
ly spending and audit reports. In terms of perfor-
mance, Punjab ranks relatively better, followed by the
federal government, while Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochistan lag behind in trans-
parency standards. CPDI has urged governments to
ensure timely sharing of budget information, promote
meaningful public participation, and strengthen
accountability systems to enhance public trust and
governance.

Christian community hold
rally in support of Pakistan’s
role in Iran -US ceasefire

AHMAD NABI

KHYBER: 10 Members of the Christian community in
Landi Kotal organized a thanksgiving rally at Bacha Khan
Square, on Friday expressing support for the Prime Minister
and the Pakistan Army over the country’s reported role in
facilitating a ceasefire between Iran and the United States.
A visible number of community elders and youth attended
the event while raising slogans in favor of Pakistan, the
armed forces, Field Marshal Asim Munir, and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

Addressing the gathering, former minority Member
Provincial Assembly (MPA) Wilson Wazir said Pakistan
played an important role in mediating between Iran and the
United States and avoided further bloodshed. The dynamic
leadership of Field Marshal Asim Munir and the Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif made it p to pave the way for
a ceasefire, he remarked. Wilson Wazir said that although
the ceasefire, reportedly agreed upon for two weeks, would
create an opportunity for dialogue between the two coun-
tries, which would be termed a positive development.
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Eyes of the world
firmly fixed on Pakistan:
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Ojhri Camp Tragedy
Remembered; Tributes
Paid to Shaheed
Khagan Abbasi

TTMES REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Leaders of the Awaam Pakistan
Party have termed the Ojhri Camp tragedy of April|
10, 1988, as one of the most painful and unforget-
table chapters in Pakistan’s history, which caused|
loss and grief to the nation.

Central Vice President Chaudhry Inam Zafar|
and Additional General Secretary Hafiz Usman
Abbasi, in a joint state-
ment, paid tribute to|
Shaheed Muhammad
Khaqan Abbasi, stating|
that his services to the
country will always be|
remembered with|
respect and honor.

They noted that]

Senator Rubina Khalid
pays tribute to Pakistan’s
constitutional legacy

BY: APP
ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), Senator

Rubina Khalid on Friday said
Pakistan Constitution Day is a
symbol of national consensus,
democratic continuity and the
protection of every citizen's fun-
damental rights.

She said the 1973
Constitution remained the foun-
dation of justice, equality and
the welfare state that Pakistan’s
founders envisioned. In her mes-
sage, Senator Khalid credited

haheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto with

Muh d Khagan
Abbasi, father of former|
Prime Minister Shahid
Khagan Abbasi, was|
serving as the Federal|
Minister for Production
and was a retired Pakistan Air Force Air|
[Commodore at the time of the incident.

The leaders said the tragedy occurred when a
fire broke out at an ammunition depot, triggering|
a series of explosions. During the incident, he was|
fatally struck when a rocket hit his vehicle, result-
ing in his martyrdom on the spot.

They added that the Ojhri Camp tragedy was
not only a personal loss for the family but also a|
major national disaster in which numerous lives|
'were lost and significant damage was caused to the|
country.

Pir Mehboob Hails
Pakistan’s Role in
Promoting Iran-US
Ceasefire Talks

TIMES REPORT

HARIPUR: Religious scholar and spiritual lead-
ler Nageeb-ul-Ashraf Mufakkir-e-Islam Abu Zain Pir]|
Syed Mohiuddin Mehboob Hanafi Qadri Kazmi
[Maturidi, Sajjada h of Khanqah hboob
Abad Sharif, Haveliyaan, has appreciated|
Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts, stating that its role|
in facilitating dialogue
between Iran and the United
States reflects a positive step
toward regional peace. He
described the reported two-
week ceasefire between Iran|
and the United States as a
welcome development that|
could help ease tensions in
the region.

He praised Pakistan for]|
encouraging both sides to|
engage in dialogue in
calling it a responsible and timely|
diplomatic initiative. He said Pakistan’s efforts|
have been recognized for promoting peace and sta-|
bility in the region.

Pir Mehboob further stated that the develop-
ment reflects political maturity as well as moral|
and spiritual values. He said the initiative sends a|
message of peace, wisdom, and justice, adding
that Pakistan's role is a matter of pride for the|
[Muslim world.

He emphasized that dialogue and mutual]
understanding are essential for long-term peace|
and harmony in the world.

Second nationwide polio
campaign from April 13

BY: APP

ISLAMABAD: The National Emergency
(Operations Centre (NEOC) has announced that|
Pakistan’s second nationwide anti-polio cam-
paign of 2026 will be conducted from April 13 to|
19, to protect millions of children from the crip-
pling disease. During the campaign, more than|
45 million children under the age of five will be|
administered polio drops across the country.

In addition, children will also receive
Vitamin A supplements to boost their immuni-|
ty. Over 400,000 trained polio workers will go|
door-to-door to ensure maximum coverage and|
reach every eligible child. According to NEOC,
the campaign targets include over 23 million|
children in Punjab, 10.6 million in Sindh, 7.2|
million in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 2.6 million|
in Balochistan.

In Islamabad, more than 460,000 children
'will be vaccinated, while 228,000 children in|
Gilgit-Baltistan and over 760,000 in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir will also receive polio drops. Health
authorities have emphasized that polio remains|
an incurable disease that can cause lifelong
paralysis. Parents and caregivers have been
asked to cooperate with polio teams and ensure|
their children receive the vaccine.

uniting a fractured nation under
a single, unanimously adopted
constitutional framework in
1973, describing it as one of the
most remarkable achievements
in Pakistan's political history.
She also honored Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, who
she said, waged a courageous
struggle to restore the
Constitution and democracy at a
time when both were under

grave threat. Highlighting the
Pakistan Peoples Party’s demo-

cratic milestones, Senator
Khalid said the 18th
Constitutional Amendment,

passed during the presidency of

Asif Ali Zardari, strengthened
the parliamentary system and
granted provinces the autonomy
they had long been denied.

She added that Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari continues
to actively advocate for constitu-

tional supremacy, democratic
values, and the protection of
public rights.

Senator Khalid said the
Constitution guarantees every
citizen’s fundamental rights,
justice, and equality, and that

CITIES

reciation for

1stan s Role in
Promotmg Peace
and Diplomacy

ISLAMABAD: The Catholic community of the|
Archdiocese of Rawalpindi-Islamabad has
expressed deep appreciation for the Government of]
Pakistan's leadership in promoting global peace|
and i stability.

protecting v
of society is among its core obli-
gations.

She described the Benazir
Income Support Programme as a
direct and practical expression of
the welfare principles enshrined
in the Constitution, adding that
the economic empowerment of
women remains a top priority
fully in line with the constitu-
tional vision.

She stressed that the
strength of democracy depends
on constitutional supremacy and
that every state institution must
operate strictly within its consti-
tutional limits. She said
Constitution Day serves as a
reminder of the nation’s collec-
tive responsibility toward the
rule of law, national unity, and
democratic stability.

PMYP IT Courses to Begin
Soon at Governor House Sindh,
Boosting Youth Opportunltles

SABAHAT SARWAR

KARACHI: Pakistan is among
the countries with one of the
largest youth populations in the
world, with nearly two-thirds of
its population under the age of

e

30. Recognizing this demograph-
ic strength, the government has
prioritized youth empowerment
through the Prime Minister’s

Youth Programme (PMYP),
which is built around its core
agenda of the “4Es”: Education,
Employment and

Ent
& Environment. The programme
operates nationwide, aiming to
equip young people with skills,
opportunities and resources for a
sustainable future.

In an exclusive conversation,

that, unlike before, participants
will now receive ofﬁclally recog-
nized and government-certified
credentials upon completion.

Dr. Shafiq also revealed that
additional initiatives, including
more IT courses and sports activi-
ties, are set to be launched at the
Governor House in the near
future, further expanding oppor-
tunities for young people in the
province.

Highlighting  the  pro-
gramme’s recent achievements,
he shared that over 6 lac students
have benefited from PMYP cours-
es in the past six months alone.
During the month of Ramadan,
approximately 20,000 laptops
were distributed among high-
achieving students across 33 uni-
versities in Sindh. According to
him, the distribution process was

Dr. Fahad Shafiq, Ce i of
PMYP Sindh, confirmed that IT
courses have resumed soon at the
Governor House, He stated that,
in the first phase, students who
were previously enrolled will be
facilitated to complete their
courses. He further emphasized

entirely t with eligi-
bility based on a CGPA and suc-
cessful application through the
official website portal. He also
announced an upcoming mega
youth engagement event in
Karachi, to be held at the historic
Mazar-e-Quaid.

China may hold the key in Pakistan's
mediation to end Gulf war

TIMES REPORT

ISLAMABAD: As Iranian and
US envoys prepare to hold talks
in Islamabad to end the Middle
East war, official sources and
experts say Beijing helped pave
the way for the negotiations
and will be a crucial compo-
nent in securing a permanent
truce.

Pakistan has received
praise - and some surprise - on
the global stage for its last-
ditch clinching of a temporary
ceasefire between the warring
sides.

But Pakistani officials say
Beijing's quieter role would
now prove to be as essential as
it was in striking the down-to-
the-wire agreement that had
looked set to fail on Tuesday

night.
"On ceasefire night, hopes
were fading, but China

stepped in and convinced Iran
to agree to a preliminary cease-
fire,” said a senior Pakistani
official source familiar with
the negotiations.

"While our efforts were
central, we were falling short

of a breakthrough, which was

ultimately achieved after
Beijing persuaded the
Iranians,” said the source,

who requested anonymity to
speak openly on a sensitive
diplomatic matter.

That echoed President
Donald Trump, who shortly
after announcing the two-
week ceasefire on social
media, told AFP that China
had been key to getting Iran to
the negotiating table.

The planned talks had
raised fragile hopes of an end
to the war that has claimed
thousands of lives and jolted
the global economy since Israel
and the United States
launched strikes on February
28 and Iran responded with
attacks on the Gulf as well as
Israeli cities.

Pakistan, which has deep
cultural and religious ties with
neighbouring Iran and whose
leaders share close personal
rapport with Trump, will facil-
itate both sides.

To get a lasting agreement,
it will need to steer the rival
sides through fractious issues,

including on the opening of
the strategic Strait of Hormuz
and the continuation of Iran's
nuclear programme. "Pakistan
has formulated a team of
experts to facilitate the two
sides in negotiations, on navi-
gation, nuclear and other
related matters," said a second
diplomatic source familiar
with the matter, requesting
anonymity as they were not
authorised to speak publicly.

The second source, along
with several experts and for-
mer officials, told AFP that as
Pakistan sets the negotiating
table, all eyes were on China's
role. "China was requested to
be a guarantor. Iran wants a
guarantor," said the source.

The main alternative,
Russia, which is fighting a war
in Ukraine, would not have
been accepted by Western
players, especially the
European Union, meaning
China was "best placed".
Beijing shares close ties with
Islamabad and Tehran, and
has been Iran's largest trading
partner during years of crip-
pling US-led sanctions.

In a formal state-
ment, Archbishop Dr
Joseph Arshad,
Archbishop-Bishop of
Islamabad-Rawalpindi
and Ex. President of the
Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Pakistan,
Honourable

Prime Minister Mian
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Excellency Field!
Marshal Syed Asim Munir for their continued com-
mitment to diplomacy and constructive engage-
ment at the international level.

The archbishop particularlv acknowledged|
Pakistan's significant role in facilitating dialogue,
between the United States and the Islamic
of Iran. He noted that the successful ceasefire and
the “Islamabad Talks” mark an important step
toward reducing tensions and fostering mutual
understanding between the two nations.

“These efforts reflect Pakistan’s sincere com-
mitment to peace and its ability to bring parties,
together through dialogue,” the statement said.
“Such leadership offers hope to a world increasing-
ly affected by conflict and division.”

The st: further highlighted the mes-
sage of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV, who has recent-
ly spoken about the “irrationality of war” and
emphasised the importance of dialogue, reconcilia-|
tion, and peaceful coexistence. The archbishop
reaffirmed the Church’s solidarity with all efforts
to protect human life and promote lasting peace.

The Catholic community also offered prayers
for Pakistan’s continued strength and for its role as!
a force for peace in the international community.

ITP issues key advisory as
diversions planned on
agar, Express highways

BY: APP

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP)
1ssued an important traffic advisory, ing

on Srinagar and
Expressway in connection with the movement of
foreign delegations.
An ITP official told APP on Friday that citizens
were advised to avoid unnecessary travel during
ths period except in case of emergency. He said

should use alternate routes during the|
leel’SlOnS to avoid inconvenience.

The official said entry into the Red Zone would
remain strictly restricted for all types of traffic|
except official vehicles,

He urged citizens to ¢ avoid t
towards the Red Zone during this time.

He said security across the city had been put on
high alert, with strict checking being carried out at|
entry and exit points.

The official appealed to citizens to cooperate
w1r.h law enforcement agencies to ensure smooth
tion of security arr He!

added that traffic updates would be shared through
Islamabad Traffic Police’s WhatsApp channel,
social media platforms, and ITP FM 92.4 for public|
guidance.

Thunderstorms &
hailstorm likely in parts
of Pakistan on Friday

BY: APP

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) has forecast largely dry weather|
across the country on Friday, with chances of rain
ied by strong winds and thunderstorms

at scattered locations in northeast Balochistan and

lower Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during the afternoon.

Hailstorms may also hit a few places during this
riod.

In Islamabad and surrounding areas, dry condi-
tions will prevail with partly cloudy skies expected
by evening and night.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, most districts will
remain dry; however, thunderstorms with strongj
winds are likely at isolated places in Kohat, Hangu,
Bannu, Karak, Tank, Kurram, Dera Ismail Khan,
Lakki Marwat, Waziristan and surrounding areas
during the afternoon, with hailstorms possible at|
some locations.

Most districts of Punjab will remain dry,
though isolated thunderstorm activity is possible|
in Bhakkar, Layyah, Jhang, Khanewal, Tonsa, Kot!
Addu, and Dera Ghazi Khan and surrounding areas
during the afternoon, with hailstorms likely at|
some places, while Murree and Galiyat will see dry|
weather with partly cloudy conditions by evening|
and night. Sindh will remain largely dry across:
most districts.

Shehbaz- Munir: Heroes Who Saved Humanity

ABDUL BASIT ALVI

s a deadline for massive U.S.
Astrikes against Iran approached
under an ultimatum from Donald
Trump, fears of ca(astrophlc desl:mcuon

marked by retaliation, including Iran’s
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, which
disrupted global oil supplies and threat-
ened economies worldwide. Pakistan
intervened through sustained backchan-
nel di y and urgent

with both Washington and Tehran, and
in the final hours Munir convinced
Trump to consider restraint while Sharif
maintained direct contact with Iranian
leaders including Masoud Pezeshkian
and Abbas Araghchi and issued a public
appeal for delay and confidence-building
measures.

Trump then suspended attacks con-
ditional on reopening the Strait of
Hormuz, which Iran accepted by halting
operations and allowing safe passage,
with both sides acknowledging
Pakistan’s role and opening the way for
negonanons The mediation was hailed

peaked until a la:
breakthrough from Islamabad secured a
two-week ceasefire between the United
States and Iran. This outcome was credit-
ed to the mediation of Shehbaz Sharif
and Syed Asim Munir, whose efforts
were seen as decisive in preventing disas-
ter. The crisis began on February 28 after
U.S.-Israeli strikes killed Iran’s Supreme
Leader, escalating into a six-week war

as a ian and ic suc-
cess that prevented devastating strikes
on Iranian civilian infrastructure, a
potential mass-casualty catastrophe, and
a wider proxy war threatening Gulf states
including the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait,
Oman, Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia, while
earning global praise from leaders and
institutions such as Antonio Guterres,

China, Turkey, and Egypt, and position-
ing Islamabad as the venue for talks on
April 10, 2026, with Pakistan also facili-
tating backchannel communication
involving figures like Jared Kushner and
Steve Witkoff despite skepticism and
contrary media reports that it ultimately
overcame.

Beyond the ceasefire, the episode
was portrayed as a transformative
moment in global diplomacy, demon-
strating Pakistan's strategic maturity
and elevating it as a model of effective
middle-power mediation while also safe-
guarding its own national interests. By
ending the crisis, Pakistan mitigated
severe domestic consequences, including
energy shortages caused by the Strait of
Hormuz closure, economic strain from
inflation and factory shutdowns, and the
risk of a large refugee influx from Iran’s
Sistan-Baluchestan region that could
have destabilized border security and
fueled radicalization. The ip of

across regions such as Lahore, Karachi,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Gilgit-
Baltistan, with citizens praising Sharif’s
diplomatic leadership and Munir’'s
strategic coordination in maintaining
critical communication channels. The
outcome was framed as proof that skilled
diplomacy and soft power can achieve
what military force cannot, cementing
Pakistan's image as a global peacemaker
and ensuring its role in ending the crisis
would be remembered as a defining and
enduring contribution to international
history.

In a world often cynical about the
motives of nations, where every action is
suspected of hiding some selfish agenda,
the actions of Pakistan stand out as pure-
ly altruistic and genuinely heroic. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir had nothing to
gain personally from this conflict resolu-
tion—no financial reward, no territorial

Sharif and Munir was credited with
simultaneously protecting global stabili-
ty and Pakistan’s internal security, econ-
omy, and social cohesion. Domestically,
the achievement sparked widespread
public celebration and national unity

ex i no i in personal
power—but humanity had everything to
lose, including the very possibility of a
peaceful future, They proved that leader-
ship at its highest level is not about
power, prestige, or personal ambition,
but about responsibility, courage, and

the willingness to act when action is
most needed. They proved that nations,
regardless of their size, economic might,
or military capacity, can shape the
course of history through wisdom,
patience, and moral courage, offering an
inspiring example to smaller nations
everywhere who feel powerless in the
face of superpower confrontations.

The entire world, from the bustling
cities of America to the ancient bazaars
of Tehran, from the capitals of Europe to
the villages of Africa, owes a debt of grat-
itude to these two men that can never be
fully repaid. They saved millions of inno-
cent lives, preserved the fragile fabric of
international order, and brought the
world back from the brink of destruction
at the very last moment. As the delega-
tions prepare to land in Islamabad for the
next round of talks, the world looks to
Pakistan not with suspicion or conde-
scension, but with hope, admiration,
and deep respect for what has already
been accomplished. The nation has truly
become a beacon of peace in a stormy
world, and its leaders, Shehbaz Sharif
and Asim Munir, stand as the real heroes
of the world, deserving of every honor
that humanity can bestow.
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Pakistani. These words symbolize the love,
sacrifice, and hope upon which this country|
was founded and through which it continues
to stand today. Whenever the nation faces,
challenges, this slogan lifts the spirits of the
people and reminds them that Pakistan is
not just a piece of land, but an idea and a
dream.

The creation of Pakistan was not a coinci-
dence; it was the result of a long struggle|
and countless sacrifices. The Muslims of the|

Pakistan

Zindabad

akistan Zindabad” is not merely a slo-
gan; itis a feelmg, a promise, and an
ideology that lives in the heart of every|

subcontinent

and

our

MPicture of
The Day |

Musawir Qureshi

Zindabad” is,
martyrs and migrants.
The true strength of any country lies in
its people, and Pakistan’s strength is its
hardworking, talented, and courageous
nation. When the people are united, even
the greatest challenges become manageable.
(Whether it is natural disasters, economic|
hardships, or security issues, the people of]
|Pakistan have always demonstrated unity
“Pakistan
Zindabad” represents this unity and nation-
al cohesion.
A large portion of Pakistan’s population|
consists of youth, who are considered the
guarantors of the country’s future. If young|
people focus on education,
research, Pakistan can stand among the
developed nations. In today’s world, knowl-
edge and technology are the main drivers of]
progress, so it is essential for youth to chan-
nel their abilities in a positive direction and
contribute to national d
Pakistan faces many challenges, but|
every challenge also brings opportunities.
Economic stability, educational reforms,
|good governance, and the rule of law can
strengthen the country. When the nation
and its leadership are on the same page,
even the impossible becomes possible.
Saying “Pakistan Zindabad”
emotional expression; it is a commitment to
make the country stronger and more pros-
|perous. Peace is essential for the progress off
any country. Pakistan has made great sacri-
fices in the fight against terrorism and in
the pursuit of peace. Now is the time to pro-
mote tolerance, patience, and brotherhood
at the national level so that lasting peace can|
be established and the journey of progress
can accelerate. “Pakistan Zindabad” is a slo-
|gan that reminds us of our history, sacri-
fices, and responsibilities. It teaches us that
love for the country should not be limited to|
words but should be reflected in actions. If
we adopt honesty, hard work, and unity as
Pakistan will
undoubtedly become a strong, prosperous,
and developed nation.
Pakistan Zindabad
Always.

leadership
great

sacrificed
lives,

united in their|
efforts to achieve|
a separate home-
land under the|

of|

leaders.
Millions of people
their
wealth,
and homes dur-
ing migration,
yet they did not|
step back from

their goal. These|

resilience. The slogan

skills,

sacrifices remind us that saying “Pakistan|
in essence, a tribute to the|

and

Buildin al%Stablhty , Shaping
stan’s Evolving Role

Peace: P

JUNAID QAISER

here are moments when a
I country’s choices begin to
tell a different story about
its future. Not through grand
declarations, but through
steady, deliberate actions that
signal a shift in mindset.
Pakistan today appears to be in
such a moment—working to
strengthen stability at home
while quietly contributing to
peace beyond its borders.

At the center of this effort is
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
whose recent decisions reflect a
growing emphasis on coordination

and preparedness. The creation of a
unified crisis management struc-
ture is not just an administrative
step; it is a recognition that modern
challenges—economic, political,
and security-related—are deeply
interconnected. Addressing them
requires more than fragmented
responses. It demands clarity,
speed, and above all, cohesion.

Equally significant is the role of
Field Marshal Asim Munir, whose
alignment with the civilian leader-
ship points to a rare but necessary
unity of purpose. In a country where
civil-military coordination has
often been a subject of debate, this
moment suggests a more synchro-
nized approach—one that priori-
tizes national stability over institu-
tional divides.

The global context makes this
alignment even more important.
The ongoing tensions in the Middle
East have sent shockwaves across
economies and political systems far
beyond the region. For Pakistan,
the risks are immediate and tangi-
ble: disruptions in energy supplies,
pressure on foreign exchange
reserves, and uncertainty affecting
millions of families dependent on
overseas remittances. In such an
environment, hesitation can prove

for the consequences of these global
shifts but is also attempting to
influence them. Its role in facilitat-
ing dialogue between the United
States and Iran reflects a quiet con-
fidence—an understanding that
countries like Pakistan can move
beyond being observers of global
tensions to becoming participants
in their resolution.

This is not an easy path.
Diplomacy between long-standing
rivals is rarely straightforward, and
the space for meaningful engage-
ment is often narrow. Yet the will-
ingness to create that space—to host
conversations, to  encourage
restraint, to keep channels open—
matters. It reflects a belief that even
in deeply polarized environments,
dialogue remains possible.

There is also a deeper signifi-
cance to this dual approach of inter-
nal preparedness and external
engagement. Stability at home
strengthens credibility abroad. And
credibility, once established, allows
a country to play a more construc-
tive role in global affairs. Pakistan's
current trajectory suggests an
awareness of this relationship.

Still, the real test lies ahead.
Policies and structures must trans-
late into results. Economic

costly. resilience must be felt not only in
What stands out, h , is  macr ic indicators but in
that Pakistan is not only preparing the daily lives of citizens.

Diplomatic efforts must move
beyond symbolism to tangible out-
comes. And perhaps most impor-
tantly, public trust must be sus-
tained through transparency and
consistent communication.

However, even with these chal-
lenges, there is reason for cautious
optimism.

The emphasis on planning
rather than reacting, on coordina-
tion rather than fragmentation,
and on dialogue rather than disen-
gagement signals a maturity that is
often overlooked in discussions
about Pakistan.

In a world increasingly defined
by uncertainty, such steadiness car-
ries its own value. It suggests that
progress does not always come
through dramatic breakthroughs,
but through the accumulation of
thoughtful decisions—each one
reinforcing the other.

Pakistan’s evolving role, shaped
by leaders like Shehbaz Sharif and
Asim Munir, is still unfolding. It
may not transform the regional or
global landscape overnight. But it
points toward something meaning-
ful: a country learning to navigate
complexity with greater confidence,
and choosing to contribute to stabil-
ity not only within its borders, but
beyond them.

And in times like these, that
choice matters.

Pakistan’s Diplomatic Gambit: How Islamabad
Helped Pull the Region Back from the Brink

MUHAMMAD SHAHID

or several tense days, the

Middle East appeared to be

moving toward a confronta-
tion that could have spiraled far
beyond the immediate crisis.
Rising tensions between Iran and
the United States generated fears
of a broader regional conflict—
one capable of drawing in Gulf
states, disrupting strategic sea
lanes, destabilizing energy mar-
kets, and triggering consequences
across multiple regions. The
mood in international capitals
reflected the seriousness of the
moment. Markets reacted ner-
vously, maritime risk calculations
shifted, and concerns grew that a
single misstep could ignite a con-
flict with global implications.

At this critical juncture,
Pakistan emerged as one of the few
states willing and able to step for-
ward with urgency, credibility and
strategic clarity.

Rather than remaining a pas-
sive observer, Islamabad moved
quickly to help reduce tensions,
open channels of communication
and create space for diplomacy at a
when escalation seemed

1ent.

guiding principles,

is not just an

Forever and

dangerously close. In doing so,
Pakistan positioned itself not mere-
ly as a concerned regional actor, but
as a responsible diplomatic force
working to prevent a much wider
and more destructive war.

Pakistan’s leadership framed its
intervention as an effort to stop a
preventable crisis from becoming a
historic disaster.

Officials in Islamabad empha-
sized the need for restraint, dia-
logue, and immediate de-escalation
at a time when the region appeared
to be running out of diplomatic
space.

This message resonated widely
enough that international observers
began referring to the process as the
“Islamabad Talks,” reflecting the
growing recognition of Pakistan’s
role as a facilitating capital during
one of the most sensitive moments
in recent regional politics.

At the center of this diplomatic
effort were Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Pakistan’s top military
leadership, whose coordination
appears to have been central to the
initiative’s effectiveness.

This civil-military alignment

gave Pakistan an unusual degree of
coherence at a moment when suc-
cessful diplomacy required not only
political messaging but also strate-
gic assurance. Public diplomacy
helped shape the narrative of
restraint, while military and securi-
ty channels reinforced credibility,
conveyed seriousness, and helped
ensure that sensitive communica-
tion could move without distortion.

In crises of this magnitude,
diplomacy does not operate through
speeches alone; it also depends on
trusted channels, quiet signaling,
and the ability to prevent tactical
misunderstandings from escalating
into strategic catastrophe.

Pakistan’s ability to play such a
role was rooted in a rare diplomatic
advantage as it remained one of the
few states capable of speaking to all
sides without being immediately
discounted.

Pakistan’s close ties with Iran,
its long relationship with the
United States, and its strong links
with important Gulf countries gave
it a diplomatic advantage at a time
when options were becoming limit-
ed. In a region often divided by rival
camps and political tensions,
Pakistan showed that careful and
balanced diplomacy can play an
important role in managing crises.

According to the broad picture
presented by Pakistani sources,
Islamabad’s approach combined
public calls for calm with intensive
private engagement.

The objective was not to domi-
nate headlines or claim ownership
of the crisis, but to prevent events
from moving too quickly toward
military confrontation. This was a
diplomacy of timing as much as
messaging. When states feel cor-
nered by deadlines, domestic pres-
sure, and political signaling, escala-
tion can begin to look like the easi-
est display of resolve. Pakistan’s
intervention appears to have chal-
lenged precisely that logic by rein-
forcing the idea that strategic matu-
rity lies not only in force projection,
but also in the ability to pause, com-
municate, and avoid irreversible
decisions.

The immediate outcomes associ-
ated with this engagement have
given Pakistan’s diplomatic effort
particular significance.

Reports of a short-term cease-
fire window and a U.S. deadline

extension suggest that the atmo-
sphere of immediate confrontation
was, at the very least, interrupted.
In crisis diplomacy, even a limited
pause can have major strategic
value.

It creates breathing space for
clarification, third-party messag-
ing, backchannel verification, and
political recalibration. What mat-
ters in such moments is not only the
duration of the pause, but the fact
that diplomacy re-entered the pic-
ture at all.

In that respect, Pakistan’s role
appears to have been consequential:
it helped shift the regional conver-
sation away from imminent escala-
tion and back toward negotiated
restraint.

What made Islamabad’s effort
especially notable was the way it
emphasized substance over specta-
cle. Pakistan did not attempt to dra-
matize its role through performa-
tive diplomacy or overexposure.
Instead, it acted as a serious facili-
tator like carrying messages, clari-
fying positions, and helping reduce
the risk of dangerous mispercep-
tion.

This is often where crises either
intensify or ease and not only in
public declarations, but in whether
states are still able to understand
each other’s intentions before act-
ing on worst-case assumptions.
Pakistan’s diplomacy appears to
have functioned precisely in that
space, where quiet intervention can
often achieve what louder diploma-
cy cannot.

This episode also reinforced a
broader and more important point;
Pakistan demonstrated that it can
contribute meaningfully to interna-
tional peace and security at a time
when many states prefer caution,
distance, or silence.

In a moment when the risk of a
wider regional war carried implica-
tions far beyond the Middle East,
Islamabad chose engagement over
indifference.

That choice matters. It suggests
that Pakistan is capable not only of
responding to crises that affect it
directly, but also of acting in sup-
port of wider international stability
when the consequences of war
threaten to spread across borders
and continents.

Beyond the immediate diplo-
matic outcome, the symbolism of

Pakistan’s role should not be under-
estimated.

At a time when the internation-
al system is increasingly defined by
fragmentation, mistrust, and
strategic rivalry, Pakistan projected
itself as a state willing to invest
political capital in peace rather than
polarization. This is not a minor
distinction. Many countries speak
in favor of dialogue; far fewer
actively work to make dialogue pos-
sible when tensions are peaking and
the margin for error is rapidly
shrinking.

Islamabad’s intervention there-
fore carried significance not only for
the region, but also for how
Pakistan is perceived international-
ly—as a state capable of construc-
tive, timely, and responsible diplo-
macy in moments of genuine geopo-
litical danger.

The attention surrounding the
“Islamabad Talks” also points to a
reputational shift that may prove
important for Pakistan in the longer
term. For years, the country has too
often been discussed international-
ly through narrow security narra-
tives or domestic political turbu-
lence.

This moment offered a different
image: Pakistan as a diplomatic
actor, a convener, and a state able
to use its geography, relationships,
and strategic judgment in the ser-
vice of de-escalation.

That does not mean every crisis
can be resolved through Pakistani
mediation, nor does it mean struc-
tural tensions in the region have
disappeared.

But it does mean Pakistan has
demonstrated an ability to step into
a high-risk diplomatic vacuum and
make itself relevant in a construc-
tive way.

History may decide later how far
this effort truly changed the course
of the crisis. But one thing is
already clear: when the risk of a
wider war was growing, Pakistan
did not stand back. It stepped for-
ward and in doing so, reminded the
region that diplomacy, when used
at the right time, can still pull
events back from the brink.

Armenia Azerbaijan ” Peace Bridge Initiative” | A Comparison with India Pakistan CBMs

TAZEEN AKHTAR

Initiative between the civil
society in a broader group of
participants from both sides.
Representatives of Azerbaijan and
Armenia , the two rivals in South
Caucasus having fought two wars
of Karabakh kicked off on 10 April
in Azerbaijan to be continued till
12 April.
The delegations cross the land bor-

The third round of Peace Bridge

der at a delimited and demarcated sec-
tion, having completed all relevant
procedures. They spend time to under-
stand one another as confidence build-
ing measures CBMs facilitated by both
sides. Neighbors can not be changed
and living together with the Live and
Let Live approach is the center point of
this initiative.

Mentionable here is , Pakistan
India experienced this initiative in the
first decade of the new millennium
but it failed. Noteworthy here is,
Armenia is a partner of India in mili-
tary matters while Azerbaijan enjoys
close cooperation with Pakistan in all
spheres including defence.

Peace Bridge is an initiative start-
ed in Feb this year, driven by the
August 8, 2025, Washington
Declaration, a US-brokered agreement
initiated at the White House, when
President Ilham Aliyev and Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan signed the
deal in the presence of President
Donald Trump.

This framework is aimed to for-
mally end the 30-year conflict, estab-
lish diplomatic relations, and pave the
way for regional connectivity projects
by bringing together the civil society
and promote direct discussions and

contacts to normalise the relations

As shared on various forums by
both sides , the participants try to
build an understanding on the emerg-
ing regional security architecture, the
benefits of peace, public perceptions of
the intersocietal relations, prospects
for economic cooperation, and the role
of civil society in promoting mutual
understanding and confidence-build-
ing.

First Peace Bridge was constructed
on February 13-14, 2026, when a bilat-
eral roundtable was held in Armenia.
Second such interaction was held in
the second half of March 2026 in
Azerbaijan and now the third is again
taking place in Azerbaijan for which
the Armenian delegation arrived.

As far as Azerbaijan is concerned,
the government implements the rec-
ommendations of the participants.
There is no information regarding that
from the Armenian side.

Confidence Building Measures
(CBMs) between India and Pakistan

As some participants and some
experts privy to the affairs researched,
the CBMs largely failed to produce
lasting peace due to deep rooted mis-
trust, recurring terrorist attacks, the
intractable Jammu Kashmir conflict

and a lack of political will. These
efforts are frequently undermined by
border hostilities, hostile media nar-
ratives, and internal political pres-
sures, rendering them ineffective at
transforming the long-term conflict.

Armenia Azerbaijan Case

Azerbaijan states strongly that no
Nagorno Karabakh conflict exists now
but still there are matters of high
importance to be addressed for stable
and long lasting peace between two
angry neighbors.

After Washington Deal, two major
obstacles are still to be removed for
real CBMs between formerly two arch
rivals ; 1- Elimination of the clauses in
Armenian constitution about the own-
ership of Karabakh lands 2- Sharing
the exact and complete maps of land
mines Armenia installed in
Azerbaijani newly liberated territories
before the illegal occupants were
pushed back from the Azerbaijani ter-
ritories.

The question is, how can confi-
dence be built when one party is not
cooperating on two major conflicting
issues. Armenia has not convened any
session of the Parliament to do the
needful on what was agreed in White
House. More than 3,400 Azerbaijani

citizens have been killed or injured by
landmines planted by Armenia over
the past three decades. Since the 2020
ceasefire, over 400 people have been
killed or injured, including civilians,
journalists, and deminers, with casu-
alties frequently occurring in former
conflict zones.

Conclusion

In Pakistan, there is a saying, "
The Clap is always with Two Hands "
Here in the Armenia Azerbaijan case ,
we have observed in our work on the
conflict during the last decades that
only Azerbaijan is prepared and posi-
tive in resolution of the conflict and
related issues for peace building.
Armenia sits on the negotiation table
only after it faces humiliating defeat
following her misadventures or some
third party like Russia persuades her
to hold talks with Azerbaijan.

In this state of affairs and mindset
from the Armenian side, we are look-
ing forward to the success of the Peace
Building Initiative as it is a continuous
process and one should not attach big
expectations from one or two or three
rounds of negotiations. We wish and
we are waiting to see a rey of hope at
the end of the tunnel.







